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Childõs name    
                 
 
Session                 Picture 

 
 Nursery visit                  Home visit 

 
 Starting date 

  
Please read this information carefully  and keep it in a safe place for your reference. 

Head of School  Mrs Louise Hussey   
Nursery staff: Mrs Julia Pollard ð Nursery Teacher 
                  Mrs Celia Martyn -  Nursery Nurse 
     Miss Amy Bounsall - Nursery Nurse 
                         Mrs Vicky Honey - Teaching Assistant 
     Mrs Tracy Sanders - Teaching Assistant 
 

 Telephone: 01566 772198 
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Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage  Nursery at St. Catherineõs C. of E. Primary School. We hope that the time you 
and your child spend with us will be both happy and successful. We know that you as a parent have played a crucially important 
role in your childõs development already. You have a wealth of knowledge and understanding about your child and we aim to build 
on this and work together as your child continues their learning journey. It is vital that home and school work in partnership   
together.  
We support the view that every child deserves the best possible start in life and support that enables them to fulfil their      
potential. A childõs experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy   
childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation for      
children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. 
 
We understand that starting at Nursery is a very big step for your child and, like you, we are keen to make your child feel     
welcome, happy, secure and valued. We have compiled this booklet to answer many of the questions you often ask when your child 
starts nursery and also explain how you as a parent can help make the first stage of your childõs education as enjoyable as     
possible.  
  
  

 
Please donõt hesitate to ask if you have any further  
questions or concerns ~ we are here to help. 
 
If you feel that you would like to help out in the nursery 
on a regular basis please do let us know. 
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Staffing 
 

Permanent Staff :                 Mrs J Pollard  B.Ed (Hons) ð Qualified Teacher 
                                                                                                    

        Mrs C Martyn  NNEB ð Qualified Nursery Nurse  
               Miss A  Bounsall     NVQ Level 3 - Qualified Nursery Nurse 
               Mrs  V Honey          Teaching Assistant 
               Mrs T Sanders        Teaching Assistant  
               

Mrs Pollard,  Mrs Martyn, Miss Bounsall  and  Mrs Honey  
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Our Early Years Foundation Stage Nursery aims to: 
 
J  help your child to become happy, confident, independent and able to deal with everyday situations outside home. 
J help your child to talk, play, work and co-operate with other children and adults and, by doing so, learn to consider the        
        feelings and actions of others. 
J encourage your child to explore and control his emotions as an individual character and member of a social group. 
J foster an appreciation and respect for self and for others. 
J to help your child develop physically, developing co-ordination and control of their  body. 
J provide an exciting and colourful environment where he can explore and experiment, have fun, look, listen, think       
        and concentrate so that a firm foundation for future progress through school can be achieved. 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 
The Government have introduced an Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) to set the standards to      
ensure that children learn and  develop well and are kept healthy and safe. This applies to all children 
from birth to five years old, including children with special educational needs and disabilities. 
 
The overarching aim of the EYFS has been to help young children achieve the five Every Child Matters        
outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and 
achieving economic well-being. 
 
The EYFS principles which guide our work are grouped into four distinct but complementary themes and 
describe how these principles shape our practice in early years settings. 
 
J Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 

self-assured; 
J Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;  
J Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs 

and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers; and 
J Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.  
 
 
 There are seven  areas of learning and development that shape the educational programme that we offer. They are all    
important and inter-connected, with 3 prime areas and 4 specific areas. As children grow and develop at different rates it 
is good practice within the EYFS to think about childrenõs development in overlapping age bands but working towards and 
culminating in the ôEarly Learning Goalsõ The Early Learning Goals summarise the knowledge, skills and understanding that all 
young children should have gained by the end of the Reception Year. 
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Good EYFS practice involves children learning through a wide range of activities both indoors and outdoors that have an ed-
ucational background but which are based on play. Well-planned play is a vital way in which children learn. Young  children 
learn most effectively through first hand experience, and play; by doing things for themselves; exploring and                   
experimenting; creating; watching others; listening to others; communicating with others and having opportunities to repeat 
and practise, consolidating their developing knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes. At St Catherineõs we provide an 
appropriate, broad and balanced curriculum. This prepares the child as they get ready for the next step in the early years 
foundation stage  in their chosen Primary school. 
Children learn in different ways. In the EYFS we and strive to reflect and incorporate this in our day to day planning and 
activities. The three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:- 
J Playing and exploringñchildren are given opportunities to investigate and experience things, and ôhave a goõ; 
J Active learningñchildren are given opportunities to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 

enjoy achievements 
J Creating and thinking criticallyñchildren have and develop their own ideas; make links between ideas, and develop 

strategies for doing things. 
 

We aim to provide a caring environment where children feel included, secure and valued. In this environment they can de-
velop as individuals and as part of a group, and learn from other children as well as from adults. Research provides us with  
evidence to show that young children need opportunities to: 
 

J ā interact with sensitive and knowledgeable adults who extend and              
           develop learning 
J ā learn through using their bodies and senses 
J ā experience problem solving 
J ā respond to challenges in a safe environment 
J ā be involved in purposeful play 
J ā make informed choices and decisions 
J ā explore, investigate, experiment and draw their own conclusions 
J ā practice and repeat explorations and experiments 
J ā interact with peers and make relationships 
J .  organise their learning 

    


